
     At a recent Tuesday morning staff meeting, spar-
kling cider was served by new Whitmore Lake El-
ementary Principal Krista Bethke. Before she started 
with the day’s discussion, she asked everyone to raise 
their glasses to “cheer” a list of worthy personal and 
professional accomplishments by staff. Applause was 
given for happenings such as new hires, the success-
ful group effort of a room clean up, the triumphant 
completion by a teacher of her ! rst phase of cancer 
treatment, another teacher’s nomination as “teacher 
of the year” and Bethke’s own twelve pound weight 
loss. “I believe in celebrating the good things that connect us,” Bethke explains. “And there are always 
great reasons to give positive notice.”
     While the WLES teachers and paraprofessionals had not begun a staff meeting in that fashion be-
fore, it didn’t seem surprising to anyone in the room that their new chief decided to change things up a 
bit. “She’s such a positive force,” said WLES Social Worker Terry Bond-Manville. “Every opportunity 
is taken to tell a student or staff member that she is proud of an achievement or even a small, kind 
act.”
     Fostering students with the knowledge and skills to ! nd and realize satisfaction in life as pro-
ductive global citizens is indeed a hefty obligation. And no matter what the strategy for improving 
schools, all schools, large, medium or small, people do rely on the leadership exercised by the school 
principal.
     January marks Bethke’s sixth month as principal of Whitmore Lake Elementary, and she continues 

to show powerful signs that she is more than capable of meeting 
both the immense big picture and day to day challenges that face the 
key leader. Determined to “make excellent programs work with posi-
tive outcomes for children,” as she explains it, Bethke approaches 
each day with “vigorous hope that each student will achieve.”
     Second grade teacher Kim Bakker notes that Bethke never allows 
discontent to take over. “If she is dissatis! ed with anything before 
her she doesn’t spend time lamenting. She quickly turns the discon-
tent into something actionable, and it’s really amazing.”

     Superintendent Kim Hart believes Bethke’s obvious effectiveness can be attributed to that method. 
“In my own fourteen years as an elementary principal, I never encountered many of the unique chal-
lenges before Krista,” she said. “She deals with all obstacles with great wisdom and that creates a 
constant rhythm going forward.”
     Bethke’s approach was acclaimed before her work began at Whitmore Lake Public Schools. As a 
middle school teacher in Goodrich, she was highly sought after for committees and leadership roles. 
The more involved she became, the more she thrived. The knowledge derived from each experience 
aided in ensuring the best possible learning results for students. “There should never be a situation 
where teachers, parents or students believe the system is rigged against a positive outcome,” she ex-
plained. “If something isn’t working, we move on with no waiting period. Our kids are worth it.”
    Fresh experience as a teacher resonates with fellow teachers at the Elementary. “She understands 
the reality of our jobs,” Bakker continued. “She has full support from staff. Not many people have
the leadership ability to create that environment but her enthusiasm is contagious.” She concludes, 
“Krista sets the pace and we see her energy and dedication. We naturally aspire to work just as hard.” 
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What if school is
CANCELLED?
In the event that school is cancelled 
due to snow, ice, or other emergencies, 
noti! cation will be made on the 
following radio and television stations. 
Every attempt will be made to report 
cancellation notices by 6:00 a.m.
RADIO

WJR  760 AM  Detroit
WWJ  950 AM  Detroit
WHMI 93.5

TELEVISION
CW 50 Detroit
WDIV Channel 4 Detroit
WJBK  Fox Channel 2  Detroit
WWJTV CBS Detroit
WXYZ  Channel 7  Detroit
Local cable, Channel 22

By signing up for ALERTNOW, 
parents will be noti! ed of school 
cancellation by phone.

Contributed by 
Pamela Blount

“I believe in 
celebrating the 
good things that 
connect us.”
          -Krista Bethke

New Principal Krista Bethke greets a student at 
the Elementary Open House in August.



     “Another reason we all respond so well 
to Krista,” explains fourth grade teacher Tracy 
Carbary, “is that we trust that her ambition is 
clearly to create an incredible place to learn 
for the kids in Whitmore Lake. We believe in 
her vision and we feel united in the effort.”
     Carbary, diagnosed with breast cancer in 
the beginning of the school year, admits the 
elusive and complicated journey of her illness 
became less daunting with Bethke at the helm. 
“I was very nervous about my diagnosis,” she 
explained. “Part of my initial panic revolved 
around my teaching career. I knew I would 
need to miss school days when my treatment 
was scheduled and that really worried me. I 
didn’t want to jeopardize my teaching posi-
tion.”
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New WLES Principal continued...
     Soon, Carbary’s fears were allayed. Once 
a regular substitute teacher was arranged 
for treatment days, the acts of kindness just 
bloomed. Bethke ordered cancer awareness 
bracelets for staff and students, delivered 
homemade enchiladas to Carbary’s home and 
offered constant reassurance, including her 
company at a moment’s notice.
     “This school became my haven,” Carbary 
explained. “The tapestry is here, with caring 
and devotion woven throughout. And when a 
teacher is feeling that way about the place she 
enters every day, you know that students are 
the obvious recipients of that, as well.”
     Fourth grade teacher Jeannie Matovski 
believes there is a clear connection. She ex-
plained, “We are all valued beyond measure, 
staff, students and parents alike. The ability 
for students to learn has been enhanced and 
we are all thrilled with the direction. She’s an 
incredible pro at fostering workable strategies 
for the classroom.”
     Parent of two grade school children and 
WLES PTA president, Kristen Milestone feels 
valued by Bethke as well. “It’s incredible how 
genuinely passionate Krista has become about 
the success of this district. I know that her 
schedule is packed; over" owing packed, but I 
never have felt like an intrusion. And, frankly, 
I know that’s because I am important. She’s 

not just trying to make me feel important. I 
am truly an integral piece of the puzzle that 
makes up the big picture.” She concludes, “It’s 
just not me that feels this way. My kids, fellow 
parents, everyone feels this way.”
     For Bethke, she ! nds herself feeling down-
right cozy in her new school. “I feel like I have 
a new home,” she admits.  “I feel I am a great 
! t  for this school because some of the proce-
dures and programs I always wanted in my 
former district are here and some of the pro-
cedures and programs that I have experience 
implementing elsewhere are needed here. The 
staff members in our building are incredibly 
hard working and I have thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to know the students and their fami-
lies.”
     “She’s bringing out the superhero in all 
of us,” Carbary concluded. “It’s an exciting 
time.”

From left to right, Melissa Johnson, Heidi Roy-
Borland, John Withers, Krista Bethke, Carolyn 
Otterman and Kim Bakker presented a lively 
professional development hour to the ES staff. 

Teacher Tracy 
Carbary (right) with 
Principal Krista 
Bethke staying warm 
at a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for a new 
sidewalk near the 
Elementary

Community Event
January 24, 7 p.m.

WLHS, Room TBD
We hope you will join us. 

Rachel’s Challenge
Contributed by 
Maria Carter-Ewald
 Bullying. A word everyone is all too fa-
miliar with. Whether in a YouTube testimony 
of a student’s struggle with a bully or a star-
tling news headline of yet another young per-
son’s suicide, bullying is powerful. 
 But according to Darrell Scott, there is 
something stronger—kindness and compas-
sion. 
 Darrell is the father of Rachel Scott, the 
! r st student killed in the Columbine tragedy 
on April 20, 1999 in Littleton, Colorado and 
creator of Rachel’s Challenge, a program 
coming to WLPS on January 24. 
 Rachel dedicated her life to reaching out 
to those who were different, picked on by oth-
ers or alone. She recognized how small acts of 
kindness could impact other’s lives and create 
a chain reaction. 
 Rachel’s Challenge is centered on these 
principles as well as Rachel’s true life story 
and writings. 
 WLPS Superintendent, Kim Hart, said 
“I’d like our students and community to real-

ize that sometimes with just a bit of extra ef-
fort, they can really make a different in some-
one’s life. Conversely, a moment of anger, 
ignorance or intolerance can last in the mind 
of the person affected for much longer than the 
person who delivered the message intended.”
 Whitmore Lake Elementary, Middle and 
High Schools will participate in age appropri-
ate media rich and emotionally impactful as-
semblies throughout the school day motivat-
ing them to take Rachel’s challenge and make 
a positive change in how they treat others. 
 To make sure the effect of the program is 
long lasting, Rachel’s Challenge includes staff 
and student training and the set up of a student 
led service club, Friends of Rachel, which 
kicks off the day of the assembly.
 And it doesn’t stop with students. 
 On January 24, 7 p.m. at Whitmore Lake 
High School there will be a free community 
event where community leaders and residents 
can hear Rachel’s story, challenging them to 
join and support their students in creating a 
climate based on kindness, compassion and 
respect.
 “The community has pulled together in 
times of trouble. However, I believe this pro-

gram will give us one more tool to realize 
there’s no need or room to single out, bully, or 
feel alone,” said Anne Iaquinto, WLPS School 
Board member.
 Over the last 11 years Rachel’s story has 
been heard by over 15 million people in 50 
states and six countries and has led to hun-
dreds of suicides averted. 
 Hart added, “Whitmore Lake can become 
an even stronger, more compassionate com-
munity—a town people will want to move to 
so that their families can share in the message 
of kindness and compassion.”
 Rachel believed one day her life would 
change the world. It has done just that, and 
that change is coming to Whitmore Lake. 

For more information on Rachel’s Challenge, 
visit www.rachelschallenge.org



SchooL Calendar
    2011-2012 
 JANUARY
 9 School resumes from Winter break
 16 NO SCHOOL for Students-Staff Development
 18 WLHS Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 8:00
 19 WLMS 6th-8th Grade and Special Conferences 4:30 - 8:00
FEBRUARY
 16 Mid-Winter Break Begins at End of Day
 21 School Resumes from Mid-Winter Break
MARCH 
 9 NO SCHOOL for Students-1/2 Day Staff Development
  1/2 Day Records Day
 30 Spring Break Begins at End of Day
APRIL
 10 School Resumes from Spring Break
MAY
 25 NO SCHOOL for Students-1/2 Staff Development
 28 NO SCHOOL-Memorial Day
JUNE
 3 Graduation
 13 Last Day of School 
  1/2 Day for Students (a.m.)-1/2 Day Records for Staff (p.m.)
  (Full Day-Teachers)
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The Road to College 
Begins in Preschool

Sue Wanamaker
Director, Early Childhood
Kindergarten Enrichment
Kids Club

As part of a special initiative promoting 
the importance of higher education, the 
preschoolers, families and staff of the Early 
Childhood Center attended a ! eld trip to 

Eastern Michigan University on October 4th and 5th 2011.

Each child and adult received an EMU t-shirt to wear on the tour 
of the campus. Our tour guides Leigh Greden, Executive Director 
of Community Relation for EMU, and his assistant Marge Preston 
expressed to the children and families throughout our interactive 
tour the many different areas they could study in college. 

The trip by school bus, which was special all by itself, started at the 
convocation center where the children were greeted by a basketball 
player, a football player and the mascot Swoops# 

The children ran the football ! eld, visited the new science building 
where they explored rocks and a dinosaur bone, were read a story 
at the library and walked to the student center to have snack by the 
pond. 

The purpose of this initiative was to build excitement in children and 
families to begin talking about college early in life. It’s never too 
early to start the conversation that anyone can go to college#

To keep “The Road to College’ present in the minds of our families, 
we will be having special college days, visitors from colleges 
presenting information, volunteers in the center from colleges and 
providing assistance with college grants and applications.

Whitmore Lake Public Sc hool  
Early Childhood Center 
Programs for children ages 
0-5 years
Early On
Intervention program for children with special needs ages 0-3 years

Early Childhood Special Education
Monday-Thursday AM Session: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

First Steps Playgroups
Every Friday from 9:30 -11:30 AM 
For children ages 0-5 years

Head Start
Free federally funded preschool program
AM Session:  8:00 -11:30 AM
PM Session:  12:15- 3:45 PM
For children who will be 3 & 4 years old by December 1, 2011

Tuition Preschool
Monday, Wednesday & Friday AM Session:  
9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
For children who will be 4 years old by December 1, 2011
Tuesday & Thursday AM Session:  9:15 – 11:45 AM 
For children who will be 3 years old by December 1, 2011
Childcare subsidy accepted

Great Start Readiness Preschool Program
Free State funded preschool program
Monday-Thursday  PM Session: 12:45-3:45 PM
For children who will be 4 years old by December 1, 2011

Preschool Kids Club at the ECC
Monday-Friday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Available for children 2.5 to 5 years
Childcare subsidy accepted
*The Early Childhood Center is licensed through the State of Michi-
gan and follows all licensing rules and regulations.

WLPS preschoolers, parents and ECC staff run towards the end zone on 
the EMU football ! eld-- just one of many exciting activities to introduce 
our students to college life. 



before a student will be considered pro! cient in any subject area.  
That may seem low, but that measurement is more rigorous than 
all but three other states in the country.  

When the scores are reported later this year, it is very likely that 
a large percent of students previously rated as pro! cient will no 
longer be considered pro! cient. In many cases, students rated as 
“advanced” previously under the old cut scores will now be con-
sidered “not pro! cient” or “partially pro! cient” when the new 
cut scores are applied.  

Since the passage of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, 
states have been required to establish their own de! nitions of 
pro! ciency in their reports to the federal government. Most states 
chose to establish a rather low threshold.  The new cut scores re-
" ect an effort now to de! ne pro! ciency as “on track” for success 
in the next level of education. The “next level of education” for 
high school students is considered to be “capable of earning a B 
average in college.” 

I am con! dent that Whitmore Lake Public Schools will continue 
to rise to the challenge of educating all students toward success 
not just while they are in our district, but in a manner that pre-
pares them for the “next level of education”, whatever that may 
be for each of our students.  This new level of rigor as de! ned by 
the State of Michigan in regards to pro! ciency will simply pro-
vide a new measure against which to measure our students’ per-
formance and our own.  If you have questions about your child’s 
test scores when they are released later this year, please feel free 
to ask questions of your building principal or your child’s class-
room teacher.  They will be happy to explain.

Cordially,

Kimberley A. Hart  
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SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER

21st Century Learning
Elementary class awarded iPads
Rick Munir
Director, Technology

Students in ! rst grade teacher Heidi 
Roy-Borland’s class are getting a unique 
opportunity, thanks to the hard work and 
research their teacher did on how iPads can 
be used in her class. 

The Board of Education and Superintendent, Kim Hart, asked 
WLPS teachers to write proposals on how they would use 
a class full of iPads, explaining which apps they would use 
in their curriculum. The winning class would be required to 
present to the BOE quarterly and allow teachers, parents, and 
students to observe the way they integrated the iPads into the 
classroom.  
WLPS is dedicated to providing exceptional, personalized 
education and using iPads in the classroom falls right in line 
with that mission. 

Not only will each iPad 
be differentiated for each 
student, meaning more 
personalized education, 
but research shows due to 
the use of technology in 
day to day life, students’ 
brains are developing 
in new ways. And iPads 
are a great tool to deliver 
exceptional instruction 

meeting modern learning needs. 
Roy-Borland’s class will begin using the iPads this month, and 
she could not be more excited# 
“One of my personal instructional goals is to increase 
technology use in my classroom.  The iPad Project will help 
me attain that goal as well as improve the learning experience 
for my students,” she explained.
Congratulations to Heidi Roy-Borland and her ! rst graders# 

Dear Parents,
You may recall this past fall during MEAP 
testing television and newspapers report-
ed that new MEAP test “cut scores” were 
coming soon.  In October all third through 
eighth graders in public schools took 
MEAP tests in Reading and Math.  Ninth 
graders took a Social Studies MEAP test.

While the MEAP/MME  test is the only 
performance assessment our State administers, we use a lot of 
other measures to help us determine how well our students are 
performing, including MAP (Measures of Academic Perfor-
mance) tests and classroom tests. Teachers utilize these tests as 
well as variety of other measures to determine how well your 
child is performing and that helps us determine how well we are 
doing as a school district.

When MEAP scores are returned to us, sometime in the next 
few months, they will look different than they have in the past.  
Unlike years past, it will not be possible to compare this year’s 
scores to past performance.  In September, the State of Michigan 
Board of Education responded to a recommendation by State Su-
perintendent Mike Flanagan to establish new MEAP and MME 
(Michigan Merit Exam) “cut scores” for the 2011-2012 tests.  
“Cut scores” are the benchmarks established to determine pro-
! c iency levels on each test – in effect, the difference between 
passing and failing.

While the reasons for raising the cut scores are many – some 
educationally sound, and some political – the scores have been 
arti! cially low for years.  The previous cut score benchmarks 
required a student to correctly answer only 39% of the questions 
to be considered “pro! cient,” thus passing the test.  The new cut 
scores will now require about 65% of the answers to be correct 



Michael Benczarski
Principal, Middle School

Seminar, our newly implemented class, 
is a 30 minute block of time set aside at 
the end of each school day for students to 
re" ect on their accomplishments of the 
day, self-monitor their progress, receive 
tutoring, mentoring, and advising and 

develop skill sets needed to be successful in all academic areas 
and in life.

People learn most when re" ecting on what’s been taught 
and not while the new material is being learned. With that in 
mind we have created seminar for students to be re" ective, be 
meta-cognitive (think about their own thinking) and to take 
ownership of their own learning. All seminar courses integrate 
the support and guidance of certi! ed teachers as needed. This 
assistance may be in 
an academic area or 
in a life skill such as 
organization.

Students in seminar 
are expected to have 
completed their assignment book accurately and completely for 
each day. They receive skill speci! c tutoring that is applicable 
to the core academic areas (e.g. math, ELA, etc.) as well as to 
life (e.g. leadership skills, community service, etc.).  Students 
are also provided an opportunity to catch up on any missing as-
signments they may have. 

One major component of seminar is the “Seminar Student Self 
Assessment (SSSA).”  This form is ! lled out daily by the stu-
dent. It asks them to re" ect on what they accomplished that day, 
in seminar, and rate themselves accordingly.  Teachers collect 
these. When there is a discrepancy between what the student’s 
self-perception is and what the teacher’s perception is the 
teacher conferences with that student—clarifying expectations 
and helping to set attainable goals.

There are slight developmental differences in the SSSA de-
pending on the grade.  Students in grades seven and eight are 
expected to have their assignment books completed prior to 
seminar and if not, certainly by the end of seminar.  This expec-
tation is re" ected in the rubric which is provided to the stu-
dents. Students in grades ! ve and six are also expected to have 
their assignment books completed; however, it does not impact 
their grade.  The idea is to help the students develop the skill 
(organization) before holding them accountable to a standard. 

As always, we are continuously looking for ways to improve. 
If you have suggestions or would like additional information 
about seminar, please contact me. 
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Seminar — One Step 
Toward Being a 
Successful Student

A Season of Giving
Tom DeKeyser
Principal, High School

While many associate Christmas as a time 
for giving, Whitmore Lake High School 
actually starts a little bit sooner…at Hal-
loween#  

The ! rst of several service activities 
students participate in is Trick or Treat for 

UNICEF (The United Nations Children’s Fund).  This event 
gets students motivated for Whitmore Lake High School’s 
greatest gift back to the community each year–it’s annual Rake-
n-Run project.  

If you are not familiar with Rake-n-Run, it is a leaf raking exer-
cise for the elderly and disabled in the community of Whitmore 
Lake.  It is conducted prior to Thanksgiving each year.  The 
National Honor Society of WLHS (led by Jill Henry and Candy 
Huddleston) has been organizing this charity event for over 20 
years.  Money raised at the annual NHS Lasagna dinner is used 
to offset transportation costs associated with the event.  All stu-
dents and staff participate along with many parent volunteers.  
This year’s Rake-n-Run cleaned up the yards of over 40 homes#

The National Honor Society of WLHS has also organized a 
canned food drive to bene! t the North! eld Human Services 
Food Pantry.  This event also involved all students and staff 
– it’s usually a pretty good competition to see who can bring in 
the most cans.  Last year the “winning class” brought in an av-
erage of 72 cans of food per person. This year Jay Munz’s class 
brought in 161 cans per person.  In total, 6,055 food products 
were brought in to Whitmore Lake High School and donated to 
charity– a school record# 

Our school is proud of our staff and student leaders who get 
involved with these projects.  Giving back to the community 
in which you live in is as valuable a lesson as anything else we 
teach here.

“People learn most when 
re" ecting on what’s been 

taught and not while the new 
material is being learned.” 

(Left) Working ef! ciently togeth-
er, seniors Chelsea Slagle and 
Sarah James help to ! ll another 
bag with leaves before moving it 
to the curb for pickup.

(Top) Seniors Jake Rosati and 
Lynsie Fuller team up to bag 
leaves during the Rake n Run 
community service day.
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visit the 
wlps website

www.wlps.net
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Support the Board of 
Education Scholarship Fund

Every year the BOE awards an outstanding senior with a scholarship. 
This is made possible by the community’s support of their fundraising efforts, 

and this year is no different. 

Ways You Can Help!

WL Vehicle Stickers 
($6 for large and $5 for small)

Available at the 
Administration of! ce

8845 Main Street

Trunk-a-Palooza 
Coming May 2012# 

Start saving your treasures for 
one of the biggest community 

yard sales#  

BOE Scholarship Recipients 
“Where are they now?”

Jessica 
Cattley
Class of 2008
Currently a junior 
at the United States 
Military Academy 
at West Point, New 

York. 
Because USMA is a military college, 
Cattley’s tuition was paid for. “Even 
though my tuition was covered, I was 
very thankful for the scholarship. It 
helped me buy a plane ticket home to see 
my family during my ! rst semester in 
college,” Cattley said. 

Rachel 
Sawyer
Class of 2007

Recent graduate 
from New York 
University in 
Politics and cur-

rently enrolled at Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School in Ann Arbor. Sawyer said, 
“With the BOE scholarship I was able to 
go school in a different state and in one 
of the most well known visited cities in 
the country.”

Maria 
Carter-Ewald
Class of 2002
Graduate from Central 
Michigan University 
in Journalism with a 
double minor in Public 
Affairs and Women’s 

Studies and current WLPS Community 
Recreation Director. “The BOE scholar-
ship made me feel like my community 
was proud of all my hard work as a stu-
dent and supported me as I ventured off 
to college,” Carter-Ewald said.  

Keralyn
Totten
Class of 2010

Currently a Pre-
Med student at  
Central Michigan 
University minor-
ing in Leadership. 

Totten served on the BOE as the Student 
Council President. Not only was Totten 
grateful for the scholarship, but she said 
her time with the Board helped her secure 
her Leadership Advancement Scholarship 
which has been a key part of her suc-
cess at CMU, allowing her to meet new 
people and have opportunities she might 
not have had otherwise. 
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wlps athletic schedule
Athletic Director : Tom DeKeyser    Athletic Coordinator: Denise Kerrigan
For information call 734/449-4461, ext. 3005

MSBB-MS Boys Basketball              JVBB-JV Boys Basketball 
MSGB-MS Girls Basketball               VBB-Varsity Boys Basketball
JVGB- JV Girls Basketball                   JVC- JV Cheerleading
VGB- Varsity Girls Basketball           VC-Varsity Cheerleading 

january

march

february

JVBB 1/17/12 Vandercook Lake High School A 5:30PM
JVGB 1/17/12 Grass Lake High School H 5:30PM
VBB 1/17/12 Vandercook Lake High School A 7:00PM
VGB 1/ 17/12 Grass Lake High School H 7:00PM
VC 1/18/12 Grass Lake Invitational A 6:00PM
JVBB 1/19/12  Sand Creek High School A 5:30PM
JVGB 1/19/12  Sand Creek High School A 7:00PM
VBB 1/20/12 Sand Creek High School A 5:30PM
VGB 1/ 20/12 Sand Creek High School A 7:00PM
JV/VC 1/21/12 Manchester Invitational A          10:00AM
JVGB 1/23/12 Whiteford Schools H 5:30PM
JVBB 1/23/12 Whiteford Schools H 7:00PM
VGB 1/ 24/12 Whiteford Schools A 5:30PM
VBB 1/24/12 Whiteford Schools A 7:00PM
JVGB 1/26/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools A 5:30PM
JVBB 1/26/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools A 7:00PM
VGB 1/ 27/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools H 5:30PM
VBB 1/27/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools H 7:00PM
JV/VC 1/28/12 Michigan Center Invitational A 9:30AM
MSGB 1/30/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools A 5:00PM
JVBB 1/31/12 Lenawee Christian School H 5:30PM
JVGB 1/31/12 Manchester High School A 5:30PM
VBB 1/31/12 Lenawee Christian School H 7:00PM
VGB 1/ 31/12 Manchester High School A 7:00PM

MSGB 2/1/12 Madison High School (Adrian) H 4:30PM
JVGB 2/2/12 Summer! eld High School H 5:30PM
VC 2/2/12 Clinton Invitational A 6:00PM
JVBB 2/2/12 Summer! eld High School H 7:00PM
VGB 2/ 3/12 Summer! eld High School A 5:30PM
VBB 2/3/12 Summer! eld High School A 7:00PM
MSGB 2/6/12 Clinton High School A 4:30PM
JVGB 2/6/12 Morenci High School H 5:30PM
JVBB 2/6/12 Morenci High School H 7:00PM
VGB 2/ 7/12 Morenci High School A 5:30PM
VBB 2/7/12 Morenci High School A 7:00PM
MSGB 2/8/12 Whiteford Schools H 4:30PM
JVGB 2/10/12 Lutheran HS Northwest A 5:30PM
VGB 2/ 10/12 Lutheran HS Northwest A 7:00PM

Boys and Girls Bowling Schedules can 
be found at www.wlps.net

Please check 
www.highschoolsports.net for 

changes or cancellations.

Varsity Games        $5.00    Junior Varsity Games           $3.00
Middle School Games      $2.00    Senior Citizens                      $1.00

Student tickets may be purchased in advance at the 
High School Athletic Of! ce for $2.00

JVBB 3/2/12 South Lyon East HS A 5:30PM
VBB 3/2/12 South Lyon East HS A 7:00PM
VBB 3/5/12 MHSAA Districts- Manchester A 7:30PM
MSGB 3/12/12 St. Francis of Assisi School H 4:30PM
MSGB 3/13/12 Huron Valley Catholic School H 4:30PM

MSGB 2/13/12 St. Thomas Elementary School A 4:15PM
JVGB 2/13/12 Madison High School (Adrian) H 5:30PM
JVBB 2/13/12 Madison High School (Adrian) H 7:00PM
VGB 2/ 14/12 Madison High School (Adrian) A 5:30PM
VBB 2/14/12 Madison High School (Adrian) A 7:00PM
MSGB 2/15/12 Summer! eld High School H 4:30PM
JVGB 2/16/12 Clinton High School A 5:30PM
JVBB 2/16/12 Clinton High School A 7:00PM
VGB 2/ 17/12 Clinton High School H 5:30PM
VBB 2/17/12 Clinton High School H 7:00PM
VC 2/18/1 2 MHSAA Districts-Michigan Center A         10:00AM
JVGB 2/20/12 Sand Creek High School H 5:30PM
JVBB 2/20/12 Sand Creek High School H 7:00PM
MSGB 2/21/12 Sand Creek High School A 4:30PM
VGB 2/ 21/12 Sand Creek High School H 5:30PM
VBB 2/21/12 Sand Creek High School H 7:00PM
MSGB 2/23/12 Clinton High School H 4:30PM
JVBB 2/24/12 Whiteford Schools H 5:30PM
VBB 2/24/12 Whiteford Schools H 7:00PM
MSGB 2/27/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools H 4:30PM
VGB 2/ 27/12 MHSAA Districts-Willow Run A 6:00PM
JVBB 2/28/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools A 5:30PM
VBB 2/28/12 Britton Deer! eld Schools A 7:00PM
MSGB 2/29/12 St. Patrick Elementary School-Brighton A 4:30PM

Competitive 
Cheer team 
that won their 
Trojan Invite 
on January 11 
against Madi-
son, Plymouth 
Christian and 
Webberville 
gathers to-
gether for team 
picture. 
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Project Gradua tio n

Enhancing your health 
and your smil e

Dr. Alan J. Dems ky
Family Dentist

156 Barker Road, Whi tmore Lak e

734 .449.208 1

Supporting Graduating Seniors for 
37 Years and Counting!

Attention: Community Scholarship Fund
7430 Whitmore Lake Road
Whitmore Lake, MI  48189

Make checks payable to WLHS Community 
Scholarship.
If you wish to donate online please follow 
these steps:  
1) Go to our school website  www.wlps.net  
2) Find and click on Pay Schools in the left 
column
3) Scroll to the bottom of that page and click 
to get started  
4) Select Scholarship Donations.
 
We thank everyone for their ongoing com-
munity support#

Sincerely, 
Whitmore Lake Community Scholarship 
Board of Directors

The Whitmore Lake Community Scholar-
ship Fund has been  awarding scholarships to 
WLHS graduates since 1974.  The scholar-
ship program is an excellent opportunity for 
our community to give back to our students. 
We need your help to continue this special 
award to support our 2012 graduates as they 
prepare to further their education.

In 2011, twenty eight applications were sub-
mitted and four $750 Community Scholar-
ships were awarded.  Our goal this year is to 
increase our donations to award more schol-
arships to our 2012 Whitmore Lake gradu-
ates.  You can help accomplish this goal by 
making a donation.
 
If you wish to help our very deserving local 
young people, please send your contribution, 
however large or small to:   
Whitmore Lake High School 

Project Graduation is the an-
nual post-graduation celebration 
for the newest graduating class 
of Whitmore Lake High School. 
It is an exciting night of enter-
tainment, food, music, and priz-
es. The goal of Project Gradu-
ation is to keep our graduates 
and community safe by provid-
ing a fun-packed substance-free 
evening that every graduate will 
want to attend#  
Project Graduation is made 
possible through fundraising 
throughout the year. 
Listed on this page are a few 
ways you can help support this 
important event. 
For complete details on other 
fundraisers, events, volunteer 
and donation information and 
opportunities, please go to www.
wlps.net, click on the WLHS 
page, and then Project Gradu-
ation. Thank you for the contin-
ued support.

Donkey Basketball
March 4, 20 12
Whitmore Lake High School
Gymnasium
Don’t miss this crazy, entertaining night of fun! 
Come support your favorite WLPS principals, 
teachers and staff as they compete against the 
Class of 2012!

Check website for ticket and event details!

Whitmore Lake Florist
Flower of the Month Club
Punch Card Cost-$25.00

FREE " owers every month up to a $200.00 value!

Visit the Whitmore Lake Florist at 9567 Main Street, 
Whitmore Lake to get your punch card today! 
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HOW TO REGISTER 
FOR CLASSES: 
In person             Come to the Community Recreation of! ce. 

(located on the South side of Whitmore Lake HS)
 Registration forms are available in the of! ce or 

you may print forms from our website and bring 
it with you. Go to www.wlps.net and click on 
“Community Recreation.” 

 Community Recreation of! ce hours: 
  Monday - Friday, 2 - 6 p.m. 

By mail  Send your completed registration form (available 
on-line or in the community recreation of! ce) 
with payment to:  

 Whitmore Lake Community Recreation    
 7340 Whitmore Lake Road    
 Whitmore Lake, MI  48189
 Registration must be received by deadline

On-line  Register using your credit card or checking 
account through Pay Schools. Go to www.wlps.
net. Click on “Payschools,” select category and 
add program of your choice to your cart.

wl community recreation
7430 Whitmore Lake Road      Whitmore Lake, MI  48189     734/449-4461, ext. 3057

Director:  Maria Carter-Ewald
 
      Recreation Coordinator: Jim McGinity     Pool Programming Supervisor: Marian Holtz 

     

winter 2012 offerings

youth classes
 and leagues

Boys Basketball     January 23-March 17 
1st-4th Grade   $70 Weeknight Practices in WL 
   Six Saturday Games in Brighton
5th-6th Grade $90 Weeknight Practices in WL
   Six Saturday Games in Brighton
   Two Weeknight Games in Brighton    
Register by January 13     
FREE Skill Camp, January 12, 7:15 p.m., WLMS Gym

adult classes
 and leagues

Yoga
Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m.-6:45 p.m., WLMS, Media Center
Session 1: March 6-April 24 (no class April 3)
Session 2: May 1-June 12
$84/8 week session $151/both sessions $15/walk-in

Volleyball League
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
February 16-April 12 (No Game April 5)
First 4 games in Whitmore Lake, Last 4 games in Dexter
$50/player, 6 players/team max  Round Robin Play
Register by February 2

Open Gym
Basketball     Monday and Wednesdays     
Volleyball     Tuesdays      
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.     WLMS, Gym $4/person $2/student

Swim Team- NEW!
WLCRST will be competing in the Southern Michigan Swim 
League (SMSL) Winter season (January-March)

Red Team: Ages 5-10    $120
     Tuesday, Thursday Practices 5:30-6:30 p.m.

White Team:  Ages 11-18   $140
     Tuesday, Thursday  6:30-8:30 p.m.
     Friday    6:00-8:00 p.m.
First practice January 10 

Intro to Wrestling II   January 17-February 21, Tuesdays
Register by January 13/$15 late fee
Whitmore Lake Middle School, Gym Balcony
1st-4th Grade: 5:00 p.m.-6:45 p.m.
5th-12th Grade: 2:45 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
9th-12th Grade: 3:00 p.m.-4:45 p.m.

$30 for class/ $15 for MYWA membership fee
*MYWA membership required of all participants

After School Sports 3:50 p.m.-5:20 p.m. WLES Gym 
                                            1st-4th Grade 

Session 1: Mondays: January 23-March 5 (No class Feb 20)
Tuesdays and Wednesdays: Week of January 24-Week of February 29

Session 2: Week of March 12-May 2
$40/Six week session     $75/BOTH Winter 1 & 2
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Whether you choose to use the shallow or lap pool, diving area or the lap swim lanes, our gorgeous community pool is 
ready for everyone. The pool is barrier free and wheelchair accessible. Winter schedule begins January 9, 2012.

wlcr community pool schedule

please go to www.wlps.net or call (734) 449-4461 x 3057 for more information on
programs and classes offered by the wlps community recreation department

 
OPEN SWIMS     
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 PM
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

MORNING LAP SWIMMING 
MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS 
6:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Great way to wake up, workout and get going before work#

MASTERS SWIM CLASS
THURSDAYS 8:45 - 10:00 AM
Structured workout for anyone 18 years of age and older. 
Coaching for intermediate to advanced levels.

Open, Lap, and Master Swim Fees
Children 3 and Under: FREE
4 years+, Students and Seniors (60+):  $2.50 Adults: $3.00
Student Pass: 10 visits-  $20.00
Adult Pass: 10 visits-  $25.00 20 visits-  $50.00
Senior Pass: 10 visits-  $20.00   20 visits-  $40.00

WATER AEROBICS  
EARLY BIRD CLASS   
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY &  FRIDAY 9:15 - 10:15 AM
AFTERNOON CLASS   
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY &  THURSDAY 4:45 - 5:45 PM 
NEW! EVENING CLASS  
WEDNESDAYS 8:00-9:00 PM
WEEKEND CLASS 
SATURDAYS 9:00-10:00 AM  Drop-in: $5.00
Adult Pass: 20 visits-$80.00 Senior Pass: 20 visits- $60.00

Class participants work on standing exercises, strengthening, running 
in the water and much more# Participants work at their own pace. 

CHECK OUT THE INDOOR TRACK 
Open when the pool is open. Check www.wlps.net for detailed 

schedule.     $1.00/ Seniors FREE

swim team and 
lessons

SWIM LESSONS
ALL LEVELS AVA ILABLE EACH SESSION
Session 1: January 9-February 27/ Register by 1/6/2012 
Session 2: March 10-May 2/ Register by 03/2/2012

Private or Semi-Private lessons available for $20/half hour
Call 449-4461 x 3057 or e-mail marian.holtz@wlps.net to 
schedule them at a time convenient for you

POOL PARTIES 
ALL YEAR LONG!
There might be snow outside but the pool parties 
are just beginning.  
Fill your next event with waves of excitement# 
Rent the multipurpose room during Saturday open swim. 
Bring in your own food and beverages and make your 
special occasion one to remember. 
Rental fee $50.00 plus $2.00 per swimmer

POOL SPECIAL EVENTS
DIVE-IN MOVIES
THIRD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
8:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M.

CHECK WWW.WLPS.NET FOR MOVIE LISTINGS

WLCR HAS A 

SWIM TEAM!

AGES 5-18
SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS.

HELP US KICK OFF A 
SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR#
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The Whitmore Lake High School Drama Club Presents

little shop 
of horrors

March 23 and 24 at 7:00 p.m.
March 25 at 2:00 p.m.
W.L.H.S. Auditorium

Tickets are $8 for students and seniors
$10 for adults

Tickets are a vai lable in advance in the 
high school of"  ce for 

$7 starting February 13
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
 Lynn Slagle - President

Kent Sparks - Vice President
Anne Iaquinto - Secretary
John Mayleben - Treasurer

Bob Henry - Trustee
Rita LaForest - Trustee

Jeff Vega - Trustee

BOARD MEETINGS
Dates: 2nd Mondays - Workshop Meetings
 4th Mondays - Regular Meetings
Place: Whitmore Lake High School
 7430 Whitmore Lake Road
 unless otherwise posted
Time: 7:00 p.m.

ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent of Schools 
     Kimberley A. Hart  .........449-4464 Ext. 5002
Business Manager 
     Jill Minnick  ...................449-4464 Ext. 5001
High School Principal
     Tom DeKeyser  ..............449-4461 Ext. 3003
5 - 8 Principal
     Michael Benczarski ........449-4715 Ext. 2002
K-4 Principal 
 Krista Bethke..................449-2051 Ext. 1000
    

DIRECTORS
Technology ..........................449-4464 Ext. 5009
     Rick Munir
Athletics..........449-4464 Ext. 3003 or Ext. 3005
     Tom DeKeyser/Denise Kerrigan
Special Education ...............449-4464 Ext. 4013
     Brian Walton
Early Childhood..................449-4464 Ext. 4000
     Sue Wanamaker
Transportation
     Sheryl Webber ................449-4463 Ext. 2052
Food Service ............(H.S.) 449-4461 Ext. 3029
     Diane Tomakowski (M.S.) 449-4715 Ext. 2031
Community Recreation ........449-4464 Ext. 3057
Community Pool ..................449-4464 Ext. 3057
Facility Use .........................449-4464 Ext. 3057
     Maria Carter-Ewald

WLES Honors Community & 
School Connection
Krista Bethke
Principal, Elementary

When I was searching for an administrative position this past 
summer I wasn’t just looking for a job.  I was also looking for a 
community I could contribute to and feel like I belonged. Now, 
after six full months as the new Elementary principal, that’s 
exactly how I feel. Among the many things contributing to that 

sense of belonging was the opening of the new township sidewalk and the annual 
Halloween celebration.   

On October 21, 2011 North! eld Township had an inaugural grand opening and 
ribbon cutting for Phase I of the non-motorized path on Barker Road.  The sidewalk 
begins at the end of the elementary school. There was a bike ride immediately 
following the ribbon cutting. Many community members were present including our 
Township Supervisor Deb Mozurkewich (who organized the ceremony), North! eld 
Township trustees, school board members, Senator Warren, Representative Ouimet, 
Kiwanis Club members, Director of Public Safety Bill Wagner, Lt. Greene, teachers, 
parents, students, and community members. The Peaberry Bean & Beats along 
with Hometown Bicycles donated cider and pastries for the community.  I was very 
impressed with not only the turnout for this project, but also the warm welcome I 
received.   

Parents of the Elementary school demonstrated that same warm welcome during 
the annual Halloween parade.  I led the parade through our hallway, outside on the 
sidewalk and back through the building. Then we sat down and watched the other 
classrooms who followed us as we went by their room until every student had the 
opportunity to walk through the school. Parents volunteered in classrooms, helped 
supervise in the hallway, donated supplies for classroom parties, and also dressed 
up for this fun day.  Students were proud to show their costumes.  While this sounds 
like a typical Elementary Halloween parade that many schools across the country 
have, there was something special here that is hard to put into words. It seemed as if 
we were a family. Teachers, parents, grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles were 
all together having fun while learning.  Students were left with a feeling of being 
connected between school and home. 

     After leaving work on Halloween I knew I found the right place. I am proud to 
lead this building and continue the improvement of student learning together with the 
families of our students. 

(Left) Cindy Allen’s ! rst 
graders Jackson Turner, 
Stacey Miazga, and 
Kaylee Sandusky proudly 
display their Halloween 
costumes.

(Right) North! eld Town-
ship supervisor Deb 
Mozurkewich cuts the 
ribbon as eager elemen-
tary students get ready 
for their ! rst bike ride on 
the new path.


